
Notes: December 1,  2018  

Start:  10 AM

Order of service:

1. Meet and Greet  
2. Introduction (if new people)
3. Ma Tovu
4. Open in Prayer for service
5. Liturgy – Sh'ma +  
6. Announcements  
7. Praise and Worship Songs
8. Message  
9. Aaronic Blessing 
10. Kiddush
11. Oneg

Children's Blessing:

Transliteration: Ye'simcha Elohim ke-Ephraim ve hee-Menashe 

English: May God make you like Ephraim and Menashe 

Transliteration: Ye'simech Elohim ke-Sarah, Rivka, Rachel ve-Leah. 

English: May God make you like Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah. 

Introduction:  “The Message of Hanukkah and Messiah”

As we are entering this season known as Hanukkah, Hebrew for dedication, we are reminded of the many 
traditions associated with this celebration.

We eat fried foods to remind us of the oil needed for the lamps in the Temple.  to commemorate the miracle of a 
small flask of oil keeping the Second Temple's Menorah alight for eight days. 

We light candles reminding us of the oil for the very same reason.

As a Jewish child growing up, you were taught about the miracle.  So much so, it is incorporated into the dreidel 
game.  The dreidel, or sevivon in Hebrew, is a four-sided spinning top that children play with during Hanukkah. Each

side is imprinted with a Hebrew letter which is an abbreviation for the Hebrew words נס גדול היה שם (Nes Gadol 
Haya Sham, "A great miracle happened there"), referring to the miracle of the oil that took place in the Beit 

Hamikdash. On dreidels sold in Israel, the fourth side is inscribed with the letter פ (Pe), rendering the acronym  נס

 referring to the fact that the miracle occurred ,("Nes Gadol Haya Po, "A great miracle happened here) גדול היה פה
in the land of Israel, 

This celebration is not like the other moadim, appointed times. Hanukkah is not a "Sabbath-like" holiday, and there 
is no obligation to refrain from activities that are forbidden on the Sabbath, as specified in the Shulkhan Arukh.[64]
[65] Adherents go to work as usual but may leave early in order to be home to kindle the lights at nightfall. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_in_Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_in_Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanukkah#cite_note-ChanukahLaws-65
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanukkah#cite_note-64
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shulkhan_Arukh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/39_categories_of_activity_prohibited_on_Shabbat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pe_(letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Temple
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Menorah_(Temple)


From Tractate Shabbat 21b:

What is 'Hanukkah? The rabbis taught: "On the twenty-fifth day of Kislev 'Hanukkah commences and lasts eight
days, on which lamenting (in commemoration of the dead) and fasting are prohibited. When the Hellenists entered
the sanctuary,  they defiled all  the oil  that was found there.  When the government  of the House of Asmoneans
prevailed and conquered them, oil was sought (to feed the holy lamp in the sanctuary) and only one vial was found
with the seal of the high priest intact. The vial contained sufficient oil for one day only, but a miracle occurred, and it
fed the holy lamp eight days in succession. These eight days were the following year established as days of good
cheer, on which psalms of praise and acknowledgment (of God's wonders) were to be recited.

Yet interestingly enough, no where in the account, found in the first book of Maccabees is the account of the oil
referenced.  In the fourth chapter we read...

55 Then all the people fell upon their faces, worshipping and praising the God of heaven, who had given them good 
success. 

56 And so they kept the dedication of the altar eight days and offered burnt offerings with gladness, and sacrificed 
the sacrifice of deliverance and praise. 

57 They decked also the forefront of the temple with crowns of gold, and with shields; and the gates and the 
chambers they renewed, and hanged doors upon them. 

58 Thus was there very great gladness among the people, for that the reproach of the heathen was put away. 

59 Moreover Judas and his brethren with the whole congregation of Israel ordained, that the days of the dedication of
the altar should be kept in their season from year to year by the space of eight days, from the five and twentieth day
of the month Kislev, with mirth (amusement) and gladness. 

So this time, is not considered to be a “weighty” time, but a time of celebration and gladness in our remembrance of
this time.

Yet, when the word “tradition” is attached, to this time and the many “traditional” aspects of this time, we might tend
to take on the narrative of Yeshua speaking out against tradition as it resulted from the Oral Law and compiled into
the Talmud.

We have several account of the anger of Yeshua in relation to the teachings of the P'rushim.  Yeshua is rather direct
in his condemnation of the leaders of Israel.  

In Mark 7...

Mar 7:6  Yeshua answered them, "Yesha`yahu was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites — as it is written,
'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far away from me. 

Mar 7:7  Their worship of me is useless, because they teach man-made rules as if they were doctrines.' 
Mar 7:8  "You depart from God's command and hold onto human tradition. 
Mar 7:9  Indeed," he said to them, "you have made a fine art of departing from God's command in order to keep 

your tradition! 

A rather stark and harsh criticism of the leadership.  

Mat 23:15  "Woe to you hypocritical Torah-teachers and P'rushim! You go about over land and sea to make one 
proselyte; and when you succeed, you make him twice as fit for Gei-Hinnom as you are! 

Mat 23:16  "Woe to you, you blind guides! You say, 'If someone swears by the Temple, he is not bound by his oath; 
but if he swears by the gold in the Temple, he is bound.' 



Mat 23:17  You blind fools! Which is more important? the gold? or the Temple which makes the gold holy? 
Mat 23:18  And you say, 'If someone swears by the altar, he is not bound by his oath; but if he swears by the offering 

on the altar, he is bound.' 
Mat 23:19  Blind men! Which is more important? the sacrifice? or the altar which makes the sacrifice holy? 

Mat 23:23  "Woe to you hypocritical Torah-teachers and P'rushim! You pay your tithes of mint, dill and cumin; but 
you have neglected the weightier matters of the Torah — justice, mercy, trust. These are the things you should 
have attended to — without neglecting the others! 

Would you say, if Yeshua has something to say, He would say it?

I believe so.

If there was any issue with Hanukkah, do you not believe that Yeshua would have said something.  Keeping in mind 
that many of the traditions we incorporate today may or may not have occurred during the time of Yeshua.  

You have theories regarding the dreidel and when it originated.  One such theory is documented in 1890 regarding 
its origin going back to the time of Antiochus.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dreidel 

So if there was anything to be said, Yeshua would have said it.

This brings us to the only place in Scripture where Hanukkah is mentioned.  

Then what are the books of Maccabees?  

They are not considered to be inspired, but they are what you would call historical.  They provide a record of the 
time for which they occurred.  The first and second book are found in the Catholic Bible.  Apocrypha are works, 
usually written, of unknown authorship or of doubtful origin.[1] Biblical apocrypha is a set of texts included in the 
Latin Vulgate and Septuagint but not in the Hebrew Bible. While Catholic tradition considers some of these texts to 
be deuterocanonical (forming a second canon of Scripture), Protestants consider them apocryphal. Thus, 
Protestant bibles do not include the books within the Tanakh but have often included them in a separate section. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apocrypha 

Yochanan chapter 10...
 
Joh 10:22  Then came Hanukkah in Yerushalayim. It was winter, 

Joh 10:23  and Yeshua was walking around inside the Temple area, in Shlomo's Colonnade. 

This is everything in Scripture that addresses Hanukkah.

Yet, the experience of what would transpire during this time of dedication, in the Temple, goes back to the very 
heart of what did transpire at this time, some 200 years prior.

55 Then all the people fell upon their faces, worshipping and praising the God of heaven, who had given them good 
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success. 

56 And so they kept the dedication of the altar eight days and offered burnt offerings with gladness, and sacrificed 
the sacrifice of deliverance and praise. 

To where Yeshua is confronted by Judeans also at the Temple for Hanukkah...

Joh 10:24  So the Judeans surrounded him and said to him, "How much longer are you going to keep us in 
suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us publicly!" 

This question in light of just some two months prior, at the Temple, Yeshua was quite visible and quite verbal...

Joh 7:16  So Yeshua gave them an answer: "My teaching is not my own, it comes from the One who sent me. 

Joh 7:28  Whereupon Yeshua, continuing to teach in the Temple courts, cried out, "Indeed you do know me! And 
you know where I'm from! And I have not come on my own! The One who sent me is real. But him you don't know! 

Joh 7:29  I do know him, because I am with him, and he sent me!" 

Joh 7:37  Now on the last day of the festival, Hoshana Rabbah, Yeshua stood and cried out, "If anyone is thirsty, let 
him keep coming to me and drinking! 

Joh 7:38  Whoever puts his trust in me, as the Scripture says, rivers of living water will flow from his inmost being!" 
Joh 7:39  (Now he said this about the Spirit, whom those who trusted in him were to receive later — the Spirit had 

not yet been given, because Yeshua had not yet been glorified.) 
Joh 7:40  On hearing his words, some people in the crowd said, "Surely this man is 'the prophet' "; 
Joh 7:41  others said, "This is the Messiah." But others said, "How can the Messiah come from the Galil? 

Joh 8:12  Yeshua spoke to them again: "I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will never walk in darkness 
but will have the light which gives life." 

Joh 8:13  So the P'rushim said to him, "Now you're testifying on your own behalf; your testimony is not valid." 
Joh 8:14  Yeshua answered them, "Even if I do testify on my own behalf, my testimony is indeed valid; because I 

know where I came from and where I'm going; but you do not know where I came from or where I'm going. 

Joh 10:11  "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

It is like looking for a sign, but that sign has to be a flashing neon sign that is unmistakable to identify.  

Yeshua had provided many signs as to who He is, prior to this moment during the Hanukkah season.

Joh 10:25  Yeshua answered them, "I have already told you, and you don't trust me. The works I do in my Father's 
name testify on my behalf, 

Joh 10:26  but the reason you don't trust is that you are not included among my sheep. 
Joh 10:27  My sheep listen to my voice, I recognize them, they follow me, 
Joh 10:28  and I give them eternal life. They will absolutely never be destroyed, and no one will snatch them from 

my hands. 

I give them eternal life. Contrast this story from one of the "minor tractates" appended to the Talmud: 
[Once Rabbi Akiva, in order to persuade a woman to reveal certain sensitive information,] "said to her, 'My 
daughter, if you will tell me the answer to the question I am going to ask you, I will bring you to eternal life.' 
'Swear it to me,' she said. Rabbi Akiva swore the oath with his lips but cancelled it in his heart." (Kallah 18b in 
some editions; Kallah 16 in The Minor Tractates of the Talmud, Soncino edition) 



Akiva swore falsely in order to accomplish his own purpose, the end justifying the means. Yeshua spoke truly, 
because he in fact has authority (Mar_1:22) to grant eternal life.

Joh 10:29  My Father, who gave them to me, is greater than all; and no one can snatch them from the Father's 
hands. 

Joh 10:30  I and the Father are one." 

I and the Father are one, the same One as in the Sh'ma: "Adonai, our God, Adonai is One" (Deu_6:4). Yeshua's
self-assertion of his own divinity is occasioned by his regard for his followers: "no one will snatch them from" 
Yeshua's (Joh_10:28) or the Father's (Joh_10:29) hands. "Ani veha'av, echad anachnu" ("I and the Father are 
one"); therefore we who are in Yeshua's care have complete assurance that nothing "will be able to separate us 
from the love of God which comes to us through the Messiah Yeshua, our Lord" (Rom_8:31-39). See also 
Joh_10:38.

Joh 10:31  Once again the Judeans picked up rocks in order to stone him. 

Joh 10:32  Yeshua answered them, "You have seen me do many good deeds that reflect the Father's power; for 
which one of these deeds are you stoning me?" 

Joh 10:33  The Judeans replied, "We are not stoning you for any good deed, but for blasphemy — because you, who
are only a man, are making yourself out to be God [Hebrew: Elohim]." 

Joh 10:34  Yeshua answered them, "Isn't it written in your Torah, 'I have said, "You people are Elohim' "? 
Joh 10:35  If he called 'elohim' the people to whom the word of Elohim was addressed (and the Tanakh cannot be 

broken), 
Joh 10:36  then are you telling the one whom the Father set apart as holy and sent into the world, 'You are 

committing blasphemy,' just because I said, 'I am a son of Elohim'? 

Yeshua's wordplay implies a rabbinic-style kal v'chomer argument (Mat_6:30): if humans, who do evil works as 
they "judge unjustly" are elohim, how much more is Yeshua, who does good works (Joh_10:25, Joh_10:32-33, 
Joh_10:37-38) Elohim; and if "all of you are sons of the Most High," how much more does the description "Son of 
God" apply to Yeshua.

Joh 10:37  "If I am not doing deeds that reflect my Father's power, don't trust me. 
Joh 10:38  But if I am, then, even if you don't trust me, trust the deeds; so that you may understand once and for all 

that the Father is united with me, and I am united with the Father." 

A teaching that Yeshua will further expand upon in Yochanan 14 for which I have shared on many occasions and I 
encourage you to read again.

So, during this time of Hanukkah, there is nothing that is contrary to what the Tanakh says. 

Yeshua did not speak against it, but rather amplified its understanding as was first experienced by those during that
first Hanukkah.

55 Then all the people fell upon their faces, worshipping and praising the God of heaven, who had given them good 
success. 

56 And so they kept the dedication of the altar eight days and offered burnt offerings with gladness, and sacrificed 
the sacrifice of deliverance and praise. 

And at the time of Yeshua, it wasn't that they could just worship and praise Adonai, but that they could actually 



praise and worship Him in that moment, directly, not at a distance.

So, let us keep in mind, that among all this festivity we don't lose sight of the intent for this celebration.  

http://www.jewfaq.org/holiday7.htm 
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 Apocrypha: 1 Maccabees Chapter 1

1 And it happened, after that Alexander son of Philip, the Macedonian, who came out of the land of Chettiim, had 
smitten Darius king of the Persians and Medes, that he reigned in his stead, the first over Greece, 

2 And made many wars, and won many strong holds, and slew the kings of the earth, 

3 And went through to the ends of the earth, and took spoils of many nations, insomuch that the earth was quiet 
before him; whereupon he was exalted and his heart was lifted up. 

4 And he gathered a mighty strong host and ruled over countries, and nations, and kings, who became tributaries 
unto him. 

5 And after these things he fell sick, and perceived that he should die. 

6 Wherefore he called his servants, such as were honourable, and had been brought up with him from his youth, and 
parted his kingdom among them, while he was yet alive. 

7 So Alexander reigned twelves years, and then died. 

8 And his servants bare rule every one in his place. 

9 And after his death they all put crowns upon themselves; so did their sons after them many years: and evils were 
multiplied in the earth. 

10 And there came out of them a wicked root Antiochus surnamed Epiphanes, son of Antiochus the king, who had 
been an hostage at Rome, and he reigned in the hundred and thirty and seventh year of the kingdom of the Greeks. 

11 In those days went there out of Israel wicked men, who persuaded many, saying, Let us go and make a covenant 
with the heathen that are round about us: for since we departed from them we have had much sorrow. 

12 So this device pleased them well. 

13 Then certain of the people were so forward herein, that they went to the king, who gave them licence to do after 
the ordinances of the heathen: 

14 Whereupon they built a place of exercise at Jerusalem according to the customs of the heathen: 

15 And made themselves uncircumcised, and forsook the holy covenant, and joined themselves to the heathen, and 
were sold to do mischief. 

16 Now when the kingdom was established before Antiochus, he thought to reign over Egypt that he might have the 
dominion of two realms. 

17 Wherefore he entered into Egypt with a great multitude, with chariots, and elephants, and horsemen, and a great 
navy, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanukkah
http://www.jewfaq.org/holiday7.htm


18 And made war against Ptolemee king of Egypt: but Ptolemee was afraid of him, and fled; and many were 
wounded to death. 

19 Thus they got the strong cities in the land of Egypt and he took the spoils thereof. 

20 And after that Antiochus had smitten Egypt, he returned again in the hundred forty and third year, and went up 
against Israel and Jerusalem with a great multitude, 

21 And entered proudly into the sanctuary, and took away the golden altar, and the candlestick of light, and all the 
vessels thereof, 

22 And the table of the shewbread, and the pouring vessels, and the vials. and the censers of gold, and the veil, and 
the crown, and the golden ornaments that were before the temple, all which he pulled off. 

23 He took also the silver and the gold, and the precious vessels: also he took the hidden treasures which he found. 

24 And when he had taken all away, he went into his own land, having made a great massacre, and spoken very 
proudly. 

25 Therefore there was a great mourning in Israel, in every place where they were; 

26 So that the princes and elders mourned, the virgins and young men were made feeble, and the beauty of women 
was changed. 

27 Every bridegroom took up lamentation, and she that sat in the marriage chamber was in heaviness, 

28 The land also was moved for the inhabitants thereof, and all the house of Jacob was covered with confusion. 

29 And after two years fully expired the king sent his chief collector of tribute unto the cities of Juda, who came unto
Jerusalem with a great multitude, 

30 And spake peaceable words unto them, but all was deceit: for when they had given him credence, he fell suddenly
upon the city, and smote it very sore, and destroyed much people of Israel. 

31 And when he had taken the spoils of the city, he set it on fire, and pulled down the houses and walls thereof on 
every side. 

32 But the women and children took they captive, and possessed the cattle. 

33 Then builded they the city of David with a great and strong wall, and with mighty towers, and made it a strong 
hold for them. 

34 And they put therein a sinful nation, wicked men, and fortified themselves therein. 

35 They stored it also with armour and victuals, and when they had gathered together the spoils of Jerusalem, they 
laid them up there, and so they became a sore snare: 

36 For it was a place to lie in wait against the sanctuary, and an evil adversary to Israel. 

37 Thus they shed innocent blood on every side of the sanctuary, and defiled it: 

38 Insomuch that the inhabitants of Jerusalem fled because of them: whereupon the city was made an habitation of 
strangers, and became strange to those that were born in her; and her own children left her. 

39 Her sanctuary was laid waste like a wilderness, her feasts were turned into mourning, her sabbaths into reproach 
her honour into contempt. 

40 As had been her glory, so was her dishonour increased, and her excellency was turned into mourning. 

41 Moreover king Antiochus wrote to his whole kingdom, that all should be one people, 

42 And every one should leave his laws: so all the heathen agreed according to the commandment of the king. 

43 Yea, many also of the Israelites consented to his religion, and sacrificed unto idols, and profaned the sabbath. 

44 For the king had sent letters by messengers unto Jerusalem and the cities of Juda that they should follow the 
strange laws of the land, 



45 And forbid burnt offerings, and sacrifice, and drink offerings, in the temple; and that they should profane the 
sabbaths and festival days: 

46 And pollute the sanctuary and holy people: 

47 Set up altars, and groves, and chapels of idols, and sacrifice swine's flesh, and unclean beasts: 

48 That they should also leave their children uncircumcised, and make their souls abominable with all manner of 
uncleanness and profanation: 

49 To the end they might forget the law, and change all the ordinances. 

50 And whosoever would not do according to the commandment of the king, he said, he should die. 

51 In the selfsame manner wrote he to his whole kingdom, and appointed overseers over all the people, commanding
the cities of Juda to sacrifice, city by city. 

52 Then many of the people were gathered unto them, to wit every one that forsook the law; and so they committed 
evils in the land; 

53 And drove the Israelites into secret places, even wheresoever they could flee for succour. 

54 Now the fifteenth day of the month Casleu, in the hundred forty and fifth year, they set up the abomination of 
desolation upon the altar, and builded idol altars throughout the cities of Juda on every side; 

55 And burnt incense at the doors of their houses, and in the streets. 

56 And when they had rent in pieces the books of the law which they found, they burnt them with fire. 

57 And whosoever was found with any the book of the testament, or if any committed to the law, the king's 
commandment was, that they should put him to death. 

58 Thus did they by their authority unto the Israelites every month, to as many as were found in the cities. 

59 Now the five and twentieth day of the month they did sacrifice upon the idol altar, which was upon the altar of 
God. 

60 At which time according to the commandment they put to death certain women, that had caused their children to 
be circumcised. 

61 And they hanged the infants about their necks, and rifled their houses, and slew them that had circumcised them. 

62 Howbeit many in Israel were fully resolved and confirmed in themselves not to eat any unclean thing. 

63 Wherefore the rather to die, that they might not be defiled with meats, and that they might not profane the holy 
covenant: so then they died. 

64 And there was very great wrath upon Israel. 

Apocrypha: 1 Maccabees Chapter 2
1 In those days arose Mattathias the son of John, the son of Simeon, a priest of the sons of Joarib, from Jerusalem, 
and dwelt in Modin. 

2 And he had five sons, Joannan, called Caddis: 

3 Simon; called Thassi: 

4 Judas, who was called Maccabeus: 

5 Eleazar, called Avaran: and Jonathan, whose surname was Apphus. 

6 And when he saw the blasphemies that were committed in Juda and Jerusalem, 

7 He said, Woe is me! wherefore was I born to see this misery of my people, and of the holy city, and to dwell there, 
when it was delivered into the hand of the enemy, and the sanctuary into the hand of strangers? 



8 Her temple is become as a man without glory. 

9 Her glorious vessels are carried away into captivity, her infants are slain in the streets, her young men with the 
sword of the enemy. 

10 What nation hath not had a part in her kingdom and gotten of her spoils? 

11 All her ornaments are taken away; of a free woman she is become a bondslave. 

12 And, behold, our sanctuary, even our beauty and our glory, is laid waste, and the Gentiles have profaned it. 

13 To what end therefore shall we live any longer? 

14 Then Mattathias and his sons rent their clothes, and put on sackcloth, and mourned very sore. 

15 In the mean while the king's officers, such as compelled the people to revolt, came into the city Modin, to make 
them sacrifice. 

16 And when many of Israel came unto them, Mattathias also and his sons came together. 

17 Then answered the king's officers, and said to Mattathias on this wise, Thou art a ruler, and an honourable and 
great man in this city, and strengthened with sons and brethren: 

18 Now therefore come thou first, and fulfil the king's commandment, like as all the heathen have done, yea, and the 
men of Juda also, and such as remain at Jerusalem: so shalt thou and thy house be in the number of the king's friends,
and thou and thy children shall be honoured with silver and gold, and many rewards. 

19 Then Mattathias answered and spake with a loud voice, Though all the nations that are under the king's dominion 
obey him, and fall away every one from the religion of their fathers, and give consent to his commandments: 

20 Yet will I and my sons and my brethren walk in the covenant of our fathers. 

21 God forbid that we should forsake the law and the ordinances. 

22 We will not hearken to the king's words, to go from our religion, either on the right hand, or the left. 

23 Now when he had left speaking these words, there came one of the Jews in the sight of all to sacrifice on the altar 
which was at Modin, according to the king's commandment. 

24 Which thing when Mattathias saw, he was inflamed with zeal, and his reins trembled, neither could he forbear to 
shew his anger according to judgment: wherefore he ran, and slew him upon the altar. 

25 Also the king's commissioner, who compelled men to sacrifice, he killed at that time, and the altar he pulled 
down. 

26 Thus dealt he zealously for the law of God like as Phinees did unto Zambri the son of Salom. 

27 And Mattathias cried throughout the city with a loud voice, saying, Whosoever is zealous of the law, and 
maintaineth the covenant, let him follow me. 

28 So he and his sons fled into the mountains, and left all that ever they had in the city. 

29 Then many that sought after justice and judgment went down into the wilderness, to dwell there: 

30 Both they, and their children, and their wives; and their cattle; because afflictions increased sore upon them. 

31 Now when it was told the king's servants, and the host that was at Jerusalem, in the city of David, that certain 
men, who had broken the king's commandment, were gone down into the secret places in the wilderness, 

32 They pursued after them a great number, and having overtaken them, they camped against them, and made war 
against them on the sabbath day. 

33 And they said unto them, Let that which ye have done hitherto suffice; come forth, and do according to the 
commandment of the king, and ye shall live. 

34 But they said, We will not come forth, neither will we do the king's commandment, to profane the sabbath day. 

35 So then they gave them the battle with all speed. 



36 Howbeit they answered them not, neither cast they a stone at them, nor stopped the places where they lay hid; 

37 But said, Let us die all in our innocency: heaven and earth will testify for us, that ye put us to death wrongfully. 

38 So they rose up against them in battle on the sabbath, and they slew them, with their wives and children and their 
cattle, to the number of a thousand people. 

39 Now when Mattathias and his friends understood hereof, they mourned for them right sore. 

40 And one of them said to another, If we all do as our brethren have done, and fight not for our lives and laws 
against the heathen, they will now quickly root us out of the earth. 

41 At that time therefore they decreed, saying, Whosoever shall come to make battle with us on the sabbath day, we 
will fight against him; neither will we die all, as our brethren that were murdered im the secret places. 

42 Then came there unto him a company of Assideans who were mighty men of Israel, even all such as were 
voluntarily devoted unto the law. 

43 Also all they that fled for persecution joined themselves unto them, and were a stay unto them. 

44 So they joined their forces, and smote sinful men in their anger, and wicked men in their wrath: but the rest fled to
the heathen for succour. 

45 Then Mattathias and his friends went round about, and pulled down the altars: 

46 And what children soever they found within the coast of Israel uncircumcised, those they circumcised valiantly. 

47 They pursued also after the proud men, and the work prospered in their hand. 

48 So they recovered the law out of the hand of the Gentiles, and out of the hand of kings, neither suffered they the 
sinner to triumph. 

49 Now when the time drew near that Mattathias should die, he said unto his sons, Now hath pride and rebuke gotten
strength, and the time of destruction, and the wrath of indignation: 

50 Now therefore, my sons, be ye zealous for the law, and give your lives for the covenant of your fathers. 

51 Call to remembrance what acts our fathers did in their time; so shall ye receive great honour and an everlasting 
name. 

52 Was not Abraham found faithful in temptation, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness? 

53 Joseph in the time of his distress kept the commandment and was made lord of Egypt. 

54 Phinees our father in being zealous and fervent obtained the covenant of an everlasting priesthood. 

55 Jesus for fulfilling the word was made a judge in Israel. 

56 Caleb for bearing witness before the congregation received the heritage of the land. 

57 David for being merciful possessed the throne of an everlasting kingdom. 

58 Elias for being zealous and fervent for the law was taken up into heaven. 

59 Ananias, Azarias, and Misael, by believing were saved out of the flame. 

60 Daniel for his innocency was delivered from the mouth of lions. 

61 And thus consider ye throughout all ages, that none that put their trust in him shall be overcome. 

62 Fear not then the words of a sinful man: for his glory shall be dung and worms. 

63 To day he shall be lifted up and to morrow he shall not be found, because he is returned into his dust, and his 
thought is come to nothing. 

64 Wherefore, ye my sons, be valiant and shew yourselves men in the behalf of the law; for by it shall ye obtain 
glory. 

65 And behold, I know that your brother Simon is a man of counsel, give ear unto him alway: he shall be a father 



unto you. 

66 As for Judas Maccabeus, he hath been mighty and strong, even from his youth up: let him be your captain, and 
fight the battle of the people. 

67 Take also unto you all those that observe the law, and avenge ye the wrong of your people. 

68 Recompense fully the heathen, and take heed to the commandments of the law. 

69 So he blessed them, and was gathered to his fathers. 

70 And he died in the hundred forty and sixth year, and his sons buried him in the sepulchres of his fathers at Modin,
and all Israel made great lamentation for him. 

Apocrypha: 1 Maccabees Chapter 3
1 Then his son Judas, called Maccabeus, rose up in his stead. 

2 And all his brethren helped him, and so did all they that held with his father, and they fought with cheerfulness the 
battle of Israel. 

3 So he gat his people great honour, and put on a breastplate as a giant, and girt his warlike harness about him, and 
he made battles, protecting the host with his sword. 

4 In his acts he was like a lion, and like a lion's whelp roaring for his prey. 

5 For He pursued the wicked, and sought them out, and burnt up those that vexed his people. 

6 Wherefore the wicked shrunk for fear of him, and all the workers of iniquity were troubled, because salvation 
prospered in his hand. 

7 He grieved also many kings, and made Jacob glad with his acts, and his memorial is blessed for ever. 

8 Moreover he went through the cities of Juda, destroying the ungodly out of them, and turning away wrath from 
Israel: 

9 So that he was renowned unto the utmost part of the earth, and he received unto him such as were ready to perish. 

10 Then Apollonius gathered the Gentiles together, and a great host out of Samaria, to fight against Israel. 

11 Which thing when Judas perceived, he went forth to meet him, and so he smote him, and slew him: many also fell
down slain, but the rest fled. 

12 Wherefore Judas took their spoils, and Apollonius' sword also, and therewith he fought all his life long. 

13 Now when Seron, a prince of the army of Syria, heard say that Judas had gathered unto him a multitude and 
company of the faithful to go out with him to war; 

14 He said, I will get me a name and honour in the kingdom; for I will go fight with Judas and them that are with 
him, who despise the king's commandment. 

15 So he made him ready to go up, and there went with him a mighty host of the ungodly to help him, and to be 
avenged of the children of Israel. 

16 And when he came near to the going up of Bethhoron, Judas went forth to meet him with a small company: 

17 Who, when they saw the host coming to meet them, said unto Judas, How shall we be able, being so few, to fight 
against so great a multitude and so strong, seeing we are ready to faint with fasting all this day? 

18 Unto whom Judas answered, It is no hard matter for many to be shut up in the hands of a few; and with the God 
of heaven it is all one, to deliver with a great multitude, or a small company: 

19 For the victory of battle standeth not in the multitude of an host; but strength cometh from heaven. 



20 They come against us in much pride and iniquity to destroy us, and our wives and children, and to spoil us: 

21 But we fight for our lives and our laws. 

22 Wherefore the Lord himself will overthrow them before our face: and as for you, be ye not afraid of them. 

23 Now as soon as he had left off speaking, he leapt suddenly upon them, and so Seron and his host was overthrown 
before him. 

24 And they pursued them from the going down of Bethhoron unto the plain, where were slain about eight hundred 
men of them; and the residue fled into the land of the Philistines. 

25 Then began the fear of Judas and his brethren, and an exceeding great dread, to fall upon the nations round about 
them: 

26 Insomuch as his fame came unto the king, and all nations talked of the battles of Judas. 

27 Now when king Antiochus heard these things, he was full of indignation: wherefore he sent and gathered together
all the forces of his realm, even a very strong army. 

28 He opened also his treasure, and gave his soldiers pay for a year, commanding them to be ready whensoever he 
should need them. 

29 Nevertheless, when he saw that the money of his treasures failed and that the tributes in the country were small, 
because of the dissension and plague, which he had brought upon the land in taking away the laws which had been of
old time; 

30 He feared that he should not be able to bear the charges any longer, nor to have such gifts to give so liberally as 
he did before: for he had abounded above the kings that were before him. 

31 Wherefore, being greatly perplexed in his mind, he determined to go into Persia, there to take the tributes of the 
countries, and to gather much money. 

32 So he left Lysias, a nobleman, and one of the blood royal, to oversee the affairs of the king from the river 
Euphrates unto the borders of Egypt: 

33 And to bring up his son Antiochus, until he came again. 

34 Moreover he delivered unto him the half of his forces, and the elephants, and gave him charge of all things that he
would have done, as also concerning them that dwelt in Juda and Jerusalem: 

35 To wit, that he should send an army against them, to destroy and root out the strength of Israel, and the remnant 
of Jerusalem, and to take away their memorial from that place; 

36 And that he should place strangers in all their quarters, and divide their land by lot. 

37 So the king took the half of the forces that remained, and departed from Antioch, his royal city, the hundred forty 
and seventh year; and having passed the river Euphrates, he went through the high countries. 

38 Then Lysias chose Ptolemee the son of Dorymenes, Nicanor, and Gorgias, mighty men of the king's friends: 

39 And with them he sent forty thousand footmen, and seven thousand horsemen, to go into the land of Juda, and to 
destroy it, as the king commanded. 

40 So they went forth with all their power, and came and pitched by Emmaus in the plain country. 

41 And the merchants of the country, hearing the fame of them, took silver and gold very much, with servants, and 
came into the camp to buy the children of Israel for slaves: a power also of Syria and of the land of the Philistines 
joined themselves unto them. 

42 Now when Judas and his brethren saw that miseries were multiplied, and that the forces did encamp themselves in
their borders: for they knew how the king had given commandment to destroy the people, and utterly abolish them; 

43 They said one to another, Let us restore the decayed fortune of our people, and let us fight for our people and the 
sanctuary. 



44 Then was the congregation gathered together, that they might be ready for battle, and that they might pray, and 
ask mercy and compassion. 

45 Now Jerusalem lay void as a wilderness, there was none of her children that went in or out: the sanctuary also was
trodden down, and aliens kept the strong hold; the heathen had their habitation in that place; and joy was taken from 
Jacob, and the pipe with the harp ceased. 

46 Wherefore the Israelites assembled themselves together, and came to Maspha, over against Jerusalem; for in 
Maspha was the place where they prayed aforetime in Israel. 

47 Then they fasted that day, and put on sackcloth, and cast ashes upon their heads, and rent their clothes, 

48 And laid open the book of the law, wherein the heathen had sought to paint the likeness of their images. 

49 They brought also the priests' garments, and the firstfruits, and the tithes: and the Nazarites they stirred up, who 
had accomplished their days. 

50 Then cried they with a loud voice toward heaven, saying, What shall we do with these, and whither shall we carry
them away? 

51 For thy sanctuary is trodden down and profaned, and thy priests are in heaviness, and brought low. 

52 And lo, the heathen are assembled together against us to destroy us: what things they imagine against us, thou 
knowest. 

53 How shall we be able to stand against them, except thou, O God, be our help? 

54 Then sounded they with trumpets, and cried with a loud voice. 

55 And after this Judas ordained captains over the people, even captains over thousands, and over hundreds, and over
fifties, and over tens. 

56 But as for such as were building houses, or had betrothed wives, or were planting vineyards, or were fearful, 
those he commanded that they should return, every man to his own house, according to the law. 

57 So the camp removed, and pitched upon the south side of Emmaus. 

58 And Judas said, arm yourselves, and be valiant men, and see that ye be in readiness against the morning, that ye 
may fight with these nations, that are assembled together against us to destroy us and our sanctuary: 

59 For it is better for us to die in battle, than to behold the calamities of our people and our sanctuary. 

60 Nevertheless, as the will of God is in heaven, so let him do. 

Apocrypha: 1 Maccabees Chapter 4
1 Then took Gorgias five thousand footmen, and a thousand of the best horsemen, and removed out of the camp by 
night; 

2 To the end he might rush in upon the camp of the Jews, and smite them suddenly. And the men of the fortress were
his guides. 

3 Now when Judas heard thereof he himself removed, and the valiant men with him, that he might smite the king's 
army which was at Emmaus, 

4 While as yet the forces were dispersed from the camp. 

5 In the mean season came Gorgias by night into the camp of Judas: and when he found no man there, he sought 
them in the mountains: for said he, These fellows flee from us 

6 But as soon as it was day, Judas shewed himself in the plain with three thousand men, who nevertheless had 
neither armour nor swords to their minds. 

7 And they saw the camp of the heathen, that it was strong and well harnessed, and compassed round about with 



horsemen; and these were expert of war. 

8 Then said Judas to the men that were with him, Fear ye not their multitude, neither be ye afraid of their assault. 

9 Remember how our fathers were delivered in the Red sea, when Pharaoh pursued them with an army. 

10 Now therefore let us cry unto heaven, if peradventure the Lord will have mercy upon us, and remember the 
covenant of our fathers, and destroy this host before our face this day: 

11 That so all the heathen may know that there is one who delivereth and saveth Israel. 

12 Then the strangers lifted up their eyes, and saw them coming over against them. 

13 Wherefore they went out of the camp to battle; but they that were with Judas sounded their trumpets. 

14 So they joined battle, and the heathen being discomfited fled into the plain. 

15 Howbeit all the hindmost of them were slain with the sword: for they pursued them unto Gazera, and unto the 
plains of Idumea, and Azotus, and Jamnia, so that there were slain of them upon a three thousand men. 

16 This done, Judas returned again with his host from pursuing them, 

17 And said to the people, Be not greedy of the spoil inasmuch as there is a battle before us, 

18 And Gorgias and his host are here by us in the mountain: but stand ye now against our enemies, and overcome 
them, and after this ye may boldly take the spoils. 

19 As Judas was yet speaking these words, there appeared a part of them looking out of the mountain: 

20 Who when they perceived that the Jews had put their host to flight and were burning the tents; for the smoke that 
was seen declared what was done: 

21 When therefore they perceived these things, they were sore afraid, and seeing also the host of Judas in the plain 
ready to fight, 

22 They fled every one into the land of strangers. 

23 Then Judas returned to spoil the tents, where they got much gold, and silver, and blue silk, and purple of the sea, 
and great riches. 

24 After this they went home, and sung a song of thanksgiving, and praised the Lord in heaven: because it is good, 
because his mercy endureth forever. 

25 Thus Israel had a great deliverance that day. 

26 Now all the strangers that had escaped came and told Lysias what had happened: 

27 Who, when he heard thereof, was confounded and discouraged, because neither such things as he would were 
done unto Israel, nor such things as the king commanded him were come to pass. 

28 The next year therefore following Lysias gathered together threescore thousand choice men of foot, and five 
thousand horsemen, that he might subdue them. 

29 So they came into Idumea, and pitched their tents at Bethsura, and Judas met them with ten thousand men. 

30 And when he saw that mighty army, he prayed and said, Blessed art thou, O Saviour of Israel, who didst quell the 
violence of the mighty man by the hand of thy servant David, and gavest the host of strangers into the hands of 
Jonathan the son of Saul, and his armourbearer; 

31 Shut up this army in the hand of thy people Israel, and let them be confounded in their power and horsemen: 

32 Make them to be of no courage, and cause the boldness of their strength to fall away, and let them quake at their 
destruction: 

33 Cast them down with the sword of them that love thee, and let all those that know thy name praise thee with 
thanksgiving. 

34 So they joined battle; and there were slain of the host of Lysias about five thousand men, even before them were 



they slain. 

35 Now when Lysias saw his army put to flight, and the manliness of Judas' soldiers, and how they were ready either
to live or die valiantly, he went into Antiochia, and gathered together a company of strangers, and having made his 
army greater than it was, he purposed to come again into Judea. 

36 Then said Judas and his brethren, Behold, our enemies are discomfited: let us go up to cleanse and dedicate the 
sanctuary. 

37 Upon this all the host assembled themselves together, and went up into mount Sion. 

38 And when they saw the sanctuary desolate, and the altar profaned, and the gates burned up, and shrubs growing in
the courts as in a forest, or in one of the mountains, yea, and the priests' chambers pulled down; 

39 They rent their clothes, and made great lamentation, and cast ashes upon their heads, 

40 And fell down flat to the ground upon their faces, and blew an alarm with the trumpets, and cried toward heaven. 

41 Then Judas appointed certain men to fight against those that were in the fortress, until he had cleansed the 
sanctuary. 

42 So he chose priests of blameless conversation, such as had pleasure in the law: 

43 Who cleansed the sanctuary, and bare out the defiled stones into an unclean place. 

44 And when as they consulted what to do with the altar of burnt offerings, which was profaned; 

45 They thought it best to pull it down, lest it should be a reproach to them, because the heathen had defiled it: 
wherefore they pulled it down, 

46 And laid up the stones in the mountain of the temple in a convenient place, until there should come a prophet to 
shew what should be done with them. 

47 Then they took whole stones according to the law, and built a new altar according to the former; 

48 And made up the sanctuary, and the things that were within the temple, and hallowed the courts. 

49 They made also new holy vessels, and into the temple they brought the candlestick, and the altar of burnt 
offerings, and of incense, and the table. 

50 And upon the altar they burned incense, and the lamps that were upon the candlestick they lighted, that they 
might give light in the temple. 

51 Furthermore they set the loaves upon the table, and spread out the veils, and finished all the works which they had
begun to make. 

52 Now on the five and twentieth day of the ninth month, which is called the month Casleu, in the hundred forty and 
eighth year, they rose up betimes in the morning, 

53 And offered sacrifice according to the law upon the new altar of burnt offerings, which they had made. 

54 Look, at what time and what day the heathen had profaned it, even in that was it dedicated with songs, and 
citherns, and harps, and cymbals. 

55 Then all the people fell upon their faces, worshipping and praising the God of heaven, who had given them good 
success. 

56 And so they kept the dedication of the altar eight days and offered burnt offerings with gladness, and sacrificed 
the sacrifice of deliverance and praise. 

57 They decked also the forefront of the temple with crowns of gold, and with shields; and the gates and the 
chambers they renewed, and hanged doors upon them. 

58 Thus was there very great gladness among the people, for that the reproach of the heathen was put away. 

59 Moreover Judas and his brethren with the whole congregation of Israel ordained, that the days of the dedication of
the altar should be kept in their season from year to year by the space of eight days, from the five and twentieth day 



of the month Casleu, with mirth and gladness. 

60 At that time also they builded up the mount Sion with high walls and strong towers round about, lest the Gentiles 
should come and tread it down as they had done before. 

61 And they set there a garrison to keep it, and fortified Bethsura to preserve it; that the people might have a defence 
against Idumea. 

Tractate Shabbat - 21b

The rabbis  taught:  The law of 'Hanukah demands that  every man should light  one lamp for  himself  and his
household. Those who seek to fulfil it well have a lamp lit for every member of the household. Those who seek to
fulfil the law in the best possible manner should light according to Beth Shamai the first night eight flames, and
every following night one flame less. And according to Beth Hillel the reverse--the first night one lamp, and be
increased by one on each succeeding night. Said Rabba b. b. Hana in the name of R. Johanan: "There were two
sages in Zidon; one did according to the decision of Shamai's school, and gave the reason that the 'Hanukah lamp
is to be lit in the same manner as the sacrifices of the feast were offered,  1 and the other according to the school of
Hillel, with the reason that holy actions should show (emblemize) increase and not reduction.

The rabbis taught: It is a merit to put the 'Hanukah lamp on the outside door of the house; and he who lives in an
attic puts it in a window that opens into the street. In time of danger, however, 2 it is sufficient if the lights are on
the table. Said Rabha: In the latter case another light is required to work by; but if there is a hearth-fire in the
house, it is not necessary. However, if the man is of high standing (and not in the habit of working by the hearth-
light) he must have another lamp.

What is 'Hanukah? The rabbis taught: "On the twenty-fifth day of Kislev 'Hanukah commences and lasts eight
days, on which lamenting (in commemoration of the dead) and fasting are prohibited. When the Hellenists entered
the sanctuary, they defiled all the oil that was found there. When the government of the House of Asmoneans
prevailed and conquered them, oil was sought (to feed the holy lamp in the sanctuary) and only one vial was found
with the seal of the high priest intact. The vial contained sufficient oil for one day only, but a miracle occurred,
and it fed the holy lamp eight days in succession. These eight days were the following year established as days of
good cheer, on which psalms of praise and acknowledgment (of God's wonders) were to be recited.


